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The Heart of the Tree

HENRY CUYLEE BLINSHEE
Tharn Aague ¥, 13 dand May 01, 150

What does be pland wivo plante o trec?
He planis a friend of sun and sy,

He plants the flag of breezes free;
The shaft of beanty, towering high;
He plants a bome to beaven auigh

For song and mother-croon of bird

In buched and happy radlight beard—
The treble of beaven's harmeny—
Theee things be plants who plants a free.

What doer he planr who plants a tree?
He plants cood shade and tender rnin,
Ard seed and bud of days to be,
And yeurs that fade and flush agasin;
He plante the glory of the plain;
He plonts the Joreir's beritage;
The barveir of a commg age;
The joy that wnborn eyes shall tee—
These things be plants who plant: a frec.

FE bt docs be plant who ploils o free?
He plants, in sap and leaf and wood,
In love of bome and toyaliy
And far-cast thought of eivic goad—
His Blessings on the sieighborbood
Wha in the hollow of Hiy hand
Holds ol the growth of ol our fand—
A narion's growih from eea to rea
Srirs i bis beart who plants a tree.




Entronce to Pime Grove &1 ot
war in 191, Later Hown down
o J908 Awrricane
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A farcseer shauld, if he has

the means and the time, in my estimation, own and manage a tract
of woodland sccording to forcstey principles and in chis way leaen
in a truly practical way what it means to cut timber conservatively
and make it pay. In this way, throaugh experiment, crial and error,
can he leaen what is the best forestry practice, which thase who do
not have the responsibility of running theic own forestry business
emteeprizes cannot fully appreciate and snderstand.

Afrer pradusting from the Yale Forestry School, it was my
ambition to own, develop and operate my own timber tracts accord-
img to cthe bear Forcstry prinaples, In 1913, therefore, having be-
come familiar with the northeastern part of Connecticut where
there was much abapdoned and unused farm and pasture land
suitable for reforestation, and also large areas of oak hardwoods, [
Enally found and purchased whae seemed to be a masr Favorable
location for a forestey and timber projece. Two miles wese of the
little village of Hampton, 12 miles south of Pomfrer, on the nosth
pide of the Hartford to Providence highway now route 6 stocad
a three-acre grove of white pine abour 35 years old, and surround-
ing it many acres of unised pasture and beushland which could be
purchazed for from §3 w 15 an acre. The soil was a sandy loam
saitable for the growth of pine and the Highland Divigon of che
MY, BH. and FLE.R. was sinmated ealy a short distance away,
with a siding at Clarks Corner three-quareers of a mile discant, mak.
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Farmbouse in ccanse of conntractoon—Year 1913

ing a shore haul for lumber, ties, and cordwood, or other wood,
products to be shipped away by freight.

The purchase of this grove with 2% adjeining acres of old ficld
brushland in December, 1913 was the beginning of Pine Acres
Forest, During the winter of 1913 and 1914 chis brushland, which
consisted mostly of gray birch and alders and had invaded many
abandoned pastures and hay fickls, had 10 be cleared before pimes
coukd be planted. This work was done by some men who were housed
in a canvas tent erected near the pine grove and during the spring of
1914, 16 acres were planted with fouryear white pine teansplanes,
The remaining 9 acres consisted of a growth of hardwoods. The
following winter, in December, 19 adiditional acres were purchased
to the east of the original tract including an old tumbled down house
surrounded by ancicnt lilac bushes and apple trees and a licele barn
on the other side of an intervening town road. I then thought it best
that 3 resident superintendent manage the peoperty, w0 in 1915 the
old house was torn down but the hearth and chimney stones were
saved together with some paneling and old beams and were used in the
comstruction of a new house designed on the old Connecticur pattern



Harry Bates with loed of
cedar logr cut from Ceder
Svawmp 10 be rewn into chin-
gler for barm r00f, Jamuary
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Land in [roat of farmbouse
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cvr bowse bn divamce. 1915

Vegetaile guden in fromt
of boe, 1916

Speaying apple treer by mew
Farmbonse 1916




Farwbonse and bavn 1917

by Philip L. Goodwin, my architect brother. The cast side of the house
was planned for the use of the forester and the west side had rooms
for me while visiting the farm. Construction of the house was begun
in the summer of 1915 and finished the following spring. As I also
contemplated some farm operations, I basile in 1916 a large barn
wizh hayloft, cow and borse stables, garage, and rooms for a hired
man. The shingles used on the roof and sides of the barn were manu.
factured entirely from white cedar obrained from an adjoining cedar
swamp, Those on the side of the barn are still there, while the roofing
shingles lasted for twentyfive years, and were eventually replaced
by asbestos shingles. Meanwhile, I engaged as superintendens, C.
Aubrey De Long, of Pennsylvania, a graduate of the Mt Alto Forest-
1y School, who came with his wife in the fall of 1915, During the
construction of the house in the winter of 1915 and 1916 the De
Longs lived in the canvas house in the pine grove and much of the
tine lived on the rabbits which abounded in the woods. In the speing
of 1916 part of the pasture lot 1o the south of the house was cleared
of trees and stones and an inteevening stone wall, and since then has
been used as a vegetable and flower garden. At the lower end of this
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pasture lot near the S:ate road stood a small house, near 3 well and
large hilac bushes, which was occupied by two colored families who
were part Indian, the Vickers and Bates familics, Sam Vickers was
employed to cut wood and Harry Bates, his brother-inlaw, drove the
farm ream, Bates was a good teamster, tall and very strong; he kepe
his horses in fine condition and always had them looking neat and
well-groomed. A few years later chis bouse was torn down and that
end of the lot included in the vegetable garden. Later this year 27
adjoining acres were purchased, to the cast of the town road and

around the barn, from Lester Burmnham.

1917

8S"ﬁu'n: were four purchases of Land, 51 acres of cut over
woodland between the barn and the New Haven Railroad from



Clark; 27 acres from W, B Phillips an che south side of the Scace
road; the Riley Farm of 140 acres consissing of 16 acres of open
H.I:. an ald :.FI].I-: archard of 4 acres and the rest woosdland: and
the Ford farm of 124 acres of which 20 acres were open haylickds,
the rest being woodland and pasture. The five-acre Lot near the famm
howse was planted with red pine, and fhve acres exse of the swamp
was also planced with red pine,

S iR

Sax acwes of the Hiley open ot were cleared of stone,
plovghed up and plasted with oats, while the Phillips land was
planted with 1,000 Douglas Br trees near the Fike road. This
plamtacion did mor muen our e be 2 siccess as deer brewsed on ic con
tinotsly in the winter and our of the 1000 trees planted oaly some
W or 12 eventually remained. Late that Fall, €& Aubrey De Long,
the superintendent, lefr, and L. Rupell, an emplayes, whe lived in
the apartment over the barn, took charge and managed the farm
tempararily,

On account of the war, when all farmers were urged to produce
i misch food a5 possible, no e planting was done, and potatocs
and pats were planted in the apen Riley fuelds

Mrs. Brayman's open pasture lots, of 10 acres north of the
Riley place, were F-l,:r-rhu.ed.

In Jansaey the so<called Cannon property, consisting
of a house oa the main highway and 7% acres of woodland, was pur.

chased from Lester Burnham.
Thar spring the Riley four-acre orchard, in which grew 2 pum.
|.h.‘|' UF dH-:lp'plr {122 :-u-ru-i:-tihg_ BF I‘ll.'.]l'll'llitl.. ﬂ-.i.Hwin, F;l:l F'l'p]:in.

&
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Astrachan, and Russet varieties, and where cats had been planced
the previots yvear, was planted with 400 apple wrees sce 20 Feer apare.
This was an unusually narrow spacing, but was dene 5o as to ohéain
5 largee vield of apples while che trees were small, When the trees
becamse larger and began to interfere with ooe another it was my
intention to remyove every other tree 50 as to allow a final spacing of
40 x 40 Feer, ehus cemovimg chree-guarters of the treca, There was
also planted in this orchard, between the young apple trees, rye from
which in the fall sixty bushels of seed was obrained and sold for
#1390, The old apple trecs were sprayed and primed and 60 bushels
of apples were obeained from them in the fall, Easc of this onchard
114 aeres were planted with white pine, Duning the winter of 1919
ta 1920 the 20-acre Canmon wood log, in whach there was much dead
chestnar amd some whire ocak, was enmticely cur owee by Frank
Phillips who brought in a partable sawmall and cut 175,000 board
feer of lember amd 200 cords of wood, for which he |1.|i.|:|. -E.E,ﬂﬂll

1120

| In the speing, My, and Mrs. George Bl Walker came
from Manchester to take charge of Pine Acres. They were fond of
apimals and fnrroduced cows and chickens, peps and ducks and
geese ancd Guinea hena, Pine Acses from then on was a fully equipped
Farm. Myr. Walker looked after the farm while Mrs. Walker kepe
the adcolnti,

I.E-!,-'f_. aeees af the Camnamn, Hra]mun and F[il-r.].- Open pasiures
were planted with 29,006 red and white pene three- and five-year old
erznsplanes.

30 bushels of apples were obtained in the fall from the old
apple trees in the Riley orchard. These weee sald 1o 2 wholesale dealer

in Willimantic.
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Me, Walker end pige 1921

Spraying  povaroes.  Reley
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First rprave plantaion foo
Chvisemes trees 1921

Goveee mear o 192] Som Vickert entting swamp
maple in Coder  Swumip
71921. Now the Lede

\i*‘g% 1921
iR
The Cannon 20-acre wood lot cut over the year before
by Phillips was planted with 20,000 red and white pine threeyear
eeansplants, while 414 acres of the Brayman open pasture was
planted with 4,500 red and white pine trees, and the Ford five-acee
pasture was planted with 20,000 Norway speuce two-year transplants
spaced three by three feet. This was the first plantation made for the

puspose of raising Christmas trees. The three by three spacing was

13
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Harry Bates and team with load of hay Ovchard No. 1 1922

later found to be too close for the best and most symmetrical growth
of Christmas trees and was not attempeed again,

Early in April a fire burmned over one and one-half acres of the
Brayman plantation, due to the careless burning of brush during a
high wind. This was the first fire to occur on the property. To re-
place the burned trees 1,500 Norway spruce were planted for
Christmas trees that same spang.

@ 1922
Mr. and Mrs, Walker left that spring as caretakers, and

Mr. and Mrs, William M. Beckwith of Manchester took their place,
As much time and work was needed this year 1o stare the apple orchard
in the six-acre Riley field near the Cedar Swamp, no reforestation
wotk was done. This open ficld was cleared of stones, beush, and an
intervening stone wall, and was planted with 680 apple trees twenty
feet apare, consisting of Mclntash, Baldwin, Fall Pippin, Russer, and
Duchess varieties. In order to provide wotk for the men during the
summer, when work in the woods was not practical, T decided upon

14



this enlargement of the apple crchards, In oeder 1o keep out deer,
which weee very memerois and fond of feeding on the branches of
the young apple toces, T had the occhaeds entirely airrounded with
wire Eence eight feec high. The cost of fendng the two orchards of
ten acres was §175, Potatoes were planted amang the apple trees in
tht second crchard to enrich the soil and also to obtain same income
from the land. 746 bauhcls of apples were chtained from orchard
sumher ate in the fall and sold 10 2 whelesale dealer ar seventy five
ceiits a bashel.

In May of this year the Chapel farm on the northwest side of
thee railsond, conasting of 130 acres and a house, was purchased. 17
scres of this property were apen hayfields and ever sinee its purchase
have beers wsed fl:l-l.'h-*l}' and j=store land for the cows. In the purc[:.u»:
of this farm 20 acres of the Ford hayfields on Hampton steeer were
deeded to Mr. Chapel as paet payment for his farm. The house was
accupied by one of my employees and his family.,

Two scres of the Phillips land south of the State road were
plasted with red and whire pime.

An Intermational tractor was puschased, This was the firse
tractoe te be operated on the farm. The team of horses was sl
setained, however, and the tractor used for work in the orchards and
hay Gelds.

192

.

In Apsil, Me. Beckwith left on sccounst of i1l healfth and
Mr. De Long returned as superintendent. On the Ford and Riley
bzbland ten acres were planted with 10,000 Scotch pine as an
experiment. This speeies grows rapedly but due o the facr thag in
Mew England it wsually forms a very crooked rrunk, and docs
not make a good timber teee, it has pos been continued for reforesta-
tind parpodcs.

13




Ewmrrance gove 10 Pime Acves Farm 1924

The Ford Christmas tree lots were planted with 22,000 Norway
spruce as replacements for many trees that had died,

In the apple orchards many replacements had to be made.
Potatoes were grown again in orchard number one.

As the different properties were purchased they were surveyed
and mapped and divided into compartments for management pus-
poses, but up to this time no attempt to do any woodcutting on a
large scale had been made. A wing was added to the farmhouse de-
signed by Philip Goodwin, making a living room with two bed-
rooms above. The old living room was used as a dining room, and
the old bedroom upstairs tumned into a batheoom.

A Fordson tractor was purchased to replace the Inteenational
which was too heavy for practical use.

gf&_ 21
In March of this year a fire burned over 43 acres of
pine plantations between the railroad and the barn and the State

16



Addvrion 1o Earmboue 1924

road, the second and most destructive fiee to occur in the forest. Tt
was probably caused by a spark from a railroad locomotive, and was
first noticed by the railroad section crew near the track shortly after
a trairs had passed.

The land where the fire in the spring had occurred was cleared
during the summer and peepared for replanting the following spring.
As the fire had been definitely proved to have been caused by a loco-
motive spark the New York, New Haven and Hartford Ratlroad
Company agreed to pay me damages of $2,336. These were ap-
peaised by Professor Hawley, of the Yale Forestry School, on the
basis of the cost of the plantations and the value of twenty cords of
wood burned.

In the fall 834 acres of the Chapel beush land were cleared and
planted with 8,600 two-year red and white pine seedlings. So far
reforestation had cost from F10 to $22 an acre, depending on the
character of the land to be planted,

17




L L. G. and Intermationsd Rowd leading 10 Jorm ofter
TractorFint tractor wed wmowrtorm 1906
on farm 1922

Farmbowir efter mowpiorm

Feb, 1926

Baon after mowvtorm Feb,
PN
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In Decensber the Arar Christmas trees were cut and sold. §13.2%
was received from these first sales from the first plantaton stared
im 1%21.

e ID25

i Seventeen acres of che land burned aver the peevious year
were replanted with 16,000 three-year red and white pine transplants.
Five acres burned over Ichind the barn were mor plansed, but were
left open for pasture.

One and omehalf acres of the Cannon pasture were prepared
for a thiced orchard, Meanwhile in the other acchards che troes had o
be culeivated and spraved every year, and occasionally dead trees
were removed and replaced. A deer fenee was constrieted around che

thisd orchasd,

% 1926
. Edsen C. Stocking, who had been a parrclman for the

Comnecricut State Forestry Department and the Talcott Mountain
Forest Protective Association, came, with his wife, 1o Pine Acres in
May as foreser and superintendent. Mr. De Long returned to
Pennsylvania to be forester for a large estate there.

Early this year the 15-acre wood lot at the comer of the Cedar
Swamp and the eleventh section soads was purchased from Graber.
Later 130 acres of woodland were purchased from Deloge which
Ly partly in Hampion and parcly in Chaplin, These purchases
warced the "Chaplin Forest" subdiviston, which contained much
valuable aak timber.

During the spring 13% acres between the farmhouse and the
raifraad, burned in 1924, were replanted with red and white pine,

thus completing the reforestation of the burned over area,

1%
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The third apple orchard of one and one-half acres was planted
with 20 Melrtosh amd 20 Babdwin apple trees forny fest apare, and
the area fenced against deer.

The first large timber cutting operation was started i the fall.

5,800 board feer of logs and 103 conds of wood were cut in a thin-
ning on the Deloge tract.

In237

A Caerpillar eracror was purchased from Tyler and
Co. in October. This type of tractor was more manageable in the
woods, The horses were still rerained.

Much improvement cutting was done in the Chaplin woods.
13,600 posts were cur From dead chestnun rees which ssill prevailed
everywheee, and were sold te the State Highway Department for
Stare road use, 1175 cords of wood were also cut and sold, and 5,600
board feet of sak logs and 18,000 board feet of dead chestnut logs
weee sold on a snempage basis to Ficeabile who broughe in his part-
able sanwmall.

The dead cheatnuit made excellent material for fence rails and
poaits, and over 3,000 chestran rails were cur and sold to the Reeves
Company of Mew York, wha made a specialey of poctable fencing
far suburban farms and estates

Five separate tracts of land were purchased this year, 13 acres
from B, Chapel; 34 acres from Hanks; 150 acre and a howse from
Wan Durr; 35 acres from Oliver, whach started the "Oechaed Hell
Forest” subdivision, and 68 acses from Sophi Spack, all woodland,

30 acres were planced with 38,000 red and white pine teees in
varioas open logs of the Chapel property on each side of the eleventh
section road i the spring, and in the fall wen more scres of the

Chapel open land were planted.

21



men
Dhuring the summer the first timber survey and type map

was made by 3 Hussian forester, Mardesheff, a gradiace of the Yale
Forestry School. This inclisded the then entire wooded arca of 680
acres, oot including plantations. The total ameunt of omber was
foand 1o be 1,711,842 boaed fees and 6,203 cords of woad, and the
annual growth was computed to be ane-third of a cord per acre per
year,

This year five separate picces of timberland were bought, 20
acres from Seith; 12 acres from Rockwood; 48 acres of Cedar
Swamp lots from che Tuttle Brick Company; 15 acres from Clark,
and 23 acres of very e timber from Firaabile in Chaplin, all wood-
land. It might be of interest here to mention the fact thar the Cedar
Swamp was originally divided into 26 lows, cach containing froem
seven to ten acres. BMany years ago, when Hampton was first setiled
abour 1712, the Cedar Swamp was divided imto these lota and
allotted 1o the various new sevtlers in ondee that cach might have a
piece of woodland from which he could obtain timber and Brewood.
Ini the lots grew much southern white eodar from which shingles
were |ater manufactured, and also much swamp maple which afferded
a good supply of cordwood, The 48 acres of Cedar Swamp lou
baughe from the Tuztle Brick Company were among the [ast remain.
ing tracts of woodland ewned by Connecticur brick companies. Far
many years these companies had owned large traces of woodland in
the State from which they obeained supplies of wood for baking
bricks im their kilns. From now on these companies gradually gave
up the uwse of woad for Rring their bricks, and Degan wsing oif
instead.

In order te maintain some of the more traveled wood reads in
good condivion, a secondhand stone crusher of the smallest size and
a steam botler and engine to run it at low cost was bought from the
wown of Tyringham, Mass. and ser up just west of the railroad

2



Fall Ficld mecting of Conneciionr Foresr and Pk Asi'n Outoder 1924

tracks. Tt proved very useful in providing crushed stone, obrained
from the old stone walls, for the roads. This made them harder and
more passable in the winter and carly spring,

Early in October the Conneeticut Forest and Park Association
beld its annual ficld meeting ac the farm, About 100 members were
peesent, and in the morning I conducted them about the woods and
showed them various forestry operations. Salisbury Woolsey of
New Haven, the Peesident, presided. I gave an address of welcome,
and Mz, Benton Mackaye, then interested in regional planning for
the New England states, spoke of his work emphasizing the need for
large public or private woodland preserves.

. 1929
e
——
Owing to the large amount of water used on the faem,
I decided to drill an artesian well. A large well in the pine grove had

supplied water for many years, but in dry seasons it became low and

23




was madequate for all the needs of the farm. It was pecessary o
drill down 155 feet before a sulficently large flow of water was
obtaincd. At this depth an underground stream was stuch that
exceeded thirty-five gallons of wamee a2 minote, which was quite
ample to supply all the farm requirements, In ordes 1o mise the
water from this depth a deepwell prmp was installed over the well
and was sheliered in 2 small well house.

Abcat this time the white pine weevil began to be quite preva
lent in the white pine plantasons, killing cthe leaders on many trees
aver three Feet high, The wilting of the leaders, showing the presence
of the weevil, began in Jine, When this cocurred one of the side
branches of the next whorl would straighten up and become a
leader, thus forming a erook in the tunk of the tree which lazer,
when it had geown o timber size, often made a log toa croaked 1o be
cut into lumber, Where white pime was grown in large plastacions,
the weevil infestations were most numerous, but when planted scae-
teringly under open hardwoods the weevil damage was much bess. To
combat the attacks of the weewil the wilted tops of pine trees were
cuit off and burned wherever they could be reached. This was to some
extent succesaful in ehecking the spread of the weevil, but did nos
cntirely prevent it

Much impeovement work was done on the wood roads and
more crushed stone was pat on the entire lengeh of the Martin road,
which ran for onc and three-quarters miles throagh the center of
the Chaplin forest. )

Previously when spraying apples, it was necessary for the spray
machine 1o be rerurned to the farm, a mile away from the archasds,
every time the machine had to be refilled with water, so I decided 1o
construct a small pond exsr of orchard number one by damming a
lirtle beook that ran out of the woods a shorr distance morth of the
Riley road. The water was piped down from this pond to a raised
tank below the road, from which the spray machine could easily be

24



Whire Pine Plantation 1930, Plonted 19145t Plontation

refilled and thus save much time and was also useful for fire pro-
tection,

Improvement thinnings were made in ten different areas for
cord wood, The cast of cutting ac this time was from $3 to $3.50 a
cord. 20,300 board fect of logs were cut and skidded by the farm
men and were sold for $17 a thousand to Fistabile, who sawed them
in his portable mill.

Two purchases of land were made this year, 28 acres of wood-
land from L. H. Burnham and 19 acres of woodland feom Kostyk,
both situated in the Chaplin forest,

19,000 white and red pinc and Nosway spruce were planted on
the Chaplin tract

wly

1930

W In the fall of this year I decided to install a sawmill,
where Pine Acres logs could be conveniencly and quickly sawed into
lumber. Up till then the sawing of logs depended upon the unceerain

25



Red Pine Plantation on Beayman Lot 1950. Mlavted 1900—Blown
dosn e burriconc of 1938

methods, either of beinging in a portable mill map, or hauling the
logs ten to fifteen miles to a mill doing custom sawing, The mill
and steam boiler weee purchased from C, S, Amidon and Sons of
E. Willington, Connecticut, and were installed in a small mill build-
ing north of the town road ac the top of the rise one quarter of a
mile west of the railroad tracks. It was run by the engine and boiler
ociginally purchased for the stone crusher and after a few years by
the tractor.

No land was purchased this year. 10,000 red and white pine
were planted in open places in the Chaplin woods., 6,000 Norway
spruce were planted for Christmas trees.

265 cords of wood and 18,500 board fect of logs were cut in
thinnings,

18% speuce were cut and sold for Christmas trees.

A new Caterpillar tractor was purchased to replace the old one.

26
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Red Pine Plentanen Sowth
of bharn and dowg rond
1920 Plasied 1916

Red DPice Ploation Ean
nde of leke 1930. Planted
1917 —Biown down 1938

~ 1931

In January I decided to puschase the very attractive
and wild Winslow teact, which had been owned by the Winslow
family for 75 years. It was situated 3% miles from the farm and
formed the mast northern boundary of Pine Acres. Tt consisted of
143 acres and was known locally as Orchard Hill. An old house,
falling to picces, still stood in the center of the property, surrounded
by several huge old sugar maple trees 150 or more years old. The
foundations of a barn stood not far from the house and about it 20
acres of what had Ixen open pastures or hayfields. Much of this
open land, however, had become overgrown and was now reverting
to forest. The woodland, consisting of 120 acres, contained much
fine old white cak timber. The next year the old house was torn

27




Red Sponce Plantation 1970,
Planred 1920

Nerway Spowce Plamration
[

down, and near the open cellar hole an open stone fireplace and
lean-to for picnics was consteucted,

The apple orchards were now beginning to bear and yielded
a crop of 720 bushels in the fall.

21,000 trees were planted that spring on fourteen acres of open
land on the Orchard Hill tract.

Thinnings were made on the Chaplin tract, and 400 cords of
wood and 15,280 board feet of logs were cut.

In December 139 Christmas trees were cut and sokd.

1932

The orchards bore quite heavily and 1,702 bushels of

apples were harvested. 1,276 bushels were sold.
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300 cords of wood were cut in improvement thinnings, and 274
cords were sodd Two freight carloads of wood were shipped 10 a
fuel frm in Stamford, which paid ewelve dallars a cond

48,000 board Fect nF]nnE'.!- werge cut and sawed inro lember ag che
mill. This lumber included the lsse of the dead chestnut which by
mow had been entirely cut our,

In December 344 Cheistenas erees were cut and sald

Two purchases of land were made, three Cedar Swamp lots
from |. Kieech and eighteen acres of pasture land from C. W, Hanks.
The Cedar Swamp loas purchased from Keech included one in the
I1|:|I:I|'|nrr|:|-' part af the EWAmp in which " Gowvernor's Faland™ was gimy-
ated. This island of 4 acres was elevated sbout four 1o ten feet above
the sureounding swamp and was covered with an interesting growth
of all the varictics of trees that were found in the surrounding farest,
Large old pines, hemlocks, nulips, aaks, beech, hickories and chestnuts
with a thick undergrowth of mountain laurel and many rare and
unusual wild flowers as trillium and wild calla Bilies grew in thick
profusion and formed a delightful secluded spot, which when the
swamnp was fooded the next year and the lake formed, could enly
be reached by water. Owing to the inaceessilility of the island the
trees had never been cur and formed practically a wirgin fores.
About 1843, the then Governor of Connectiour, Joha Cleveland,
whaose home was in Hampron, owned this island chis giving it its
name. Many years earlier it is said, in colonial times, this island,
because it was so well protected was inhabited by Mipmise Indians,
and is supposed to be the last camp ground of the Indians in Eastern
Connteticut,

It was a narural picnie ground and an cucdoor fireplace, rustic
table and a dock for a boat landing were subsequently erected on the
island.

In May 1 boughe an old polo pony from my brother Walter
for f250-—and vted him to ride around the woad roads
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" For some years I had been consideting forming a lake
by damming up the Cedar Swamp brook at its lower end, and flood-
ing the entire swamp from the State road back almost two miles to its
morcherly limic near the railroad. Several years previously beavers,
believed to have come from the Myers property in Union, Conn.
twenty five miles away, had built two houses and two dams half
way up the swamp about a mile from the outlet and later this year
came down and built another house and dam near the outler of the
stream which ran theu the swamp flooding it back for some distance
to a depth of three or four feet. So it scemed quite possible to
create a lake by constructing a large dam, which would extend
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across the entire width of the swamp at its lower end for about one
thowsand feect. Work was therefore started in the fall. Tn order to
strengchen it pear the State road and o follow the requiremsents of
the State Board of Engineers and the State Highway Department,
the dam was reinforced mear the Stare eoad for four hundred fect
by a cement core or wall built inside the earth filling. A spillway or
outlet was made whese the beook ran oue of the lake, and in order
to take care of unusually high water a second spillway was built two
hundeed feer beyoad the owtler. Tt required two years to complete
the dam and the result was an attractive lake which maintained a
fairly even level of water, although the neighlon predicted that it
would dey up in mes of droughe. The depehs of che warer sveraged
five feet but in the course of the brook down the middle of the swamp
it was eight to ten feet,

Considerable work was done 1o improve the wood roads by
remowing large stones and cutting back the bosh on each side of
the road amd puring enashed stone in che wheel tracks

Wi

[EIMS |

I The 20vh anniversary of Pime Acres Farm. At this time
the entire tract amounted to 1,442 acres. There weee 230 acres of ped
and white pine planrations which had been planted at a toral cost
of 22360, and spruce plantasions of Afteen acres ac a cosr of
F'l..-ﬁ'ﬁﬂ. These eosts r:pr:.u:ul!n:l not |:||11:.r trees and Libor |_:l|.:||1:i.|1|q,
but in many cases preparacion of the land previous to plaming. The
value of the 1,200 acres of hardwood standing timber was §9,771.

For several years management of wild life had been underraken.
Ins che speing wild ducks found a breeding place, in their flighe north,
in the h]nr, and to enomirage them o Ay dl.l!:l: fwdhdm;ﬂ;nmj
along the shore, This duck feed s a very small water plant and

Hoats on the water and spreads rapidly. To encousapge parridges,

iz



foves which prey upon the young birds were trapped or shot. Deer
had inercased eemendously disdng the past ten years. In the sum-
mer they memained in the woods and were seldem seem, but in the
fall and winter they appeoached nearer to dwellings and roads. When
the snow was deep, and they could mos get much to eat, they fed
upon the tops aml buds of the small plamed white pine and speuce
and occasionally browsed on the long needles of the red pine but
did mot damage the terminal bud nor deform the e, a3 dhey did
in the case of the white pine, They, therefore, did great damage to the
more remote forest white pine plantations, and to peevene their feed-
i""E on che pim-.g. -:-]mrin“g.r I,'I'l.'II'EH.‘E femces were erected aroumsd
sveral of the plantations in the Chaplin and Orchard Hill 1racts.
This prevented the deer from damaging the pines to a great extent,
bt a0 some oecaszonally were able to jump the one strand of wire it
did mot entirely keep them out,

A Civilian Conservation Corps camp had been started in the
Marchaug Srace Forest five miles porth of Pine Acres, and the boys
from the camp were available for work in the Pine Acres woods.
They eut 127 coeds of wood, or seven freight carloads, which were
sold 1o a foel company near Stamford, Connecticut. The farm men
eut 280 cords of wood and 20,000 board feet of logs, 440 Christmas
trees were cut and sold, together with a large number of pine and
hemlock bowghs which were sold for Christmas decorations. The
work of completing the dam for the lake was continued when op-
poctunity offered during the year.

Twelve acres of Lind were purchased from Exener in Chaplin
to complete the Chaplin Forest,

(§1H H

In January the team of harses which had been retained
to this time were sokd and from pow on the Caterpillar tractor was

used in the woods and cochards.
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As the apple crop had been increasing lately, amounting to
ant 1o twa thousand bushels a year, which would bring a higher
price if stored and sold gradually during the winter months, a cold
storzge plant was constriscied in the barn. The horses had been sold
and there were only three cows so the horse and cow sable was
greatly enlarged by decpening and widening it so as to provide a
space that would bold from four to five thousand bushels of apple
The Schorer Company of Hartford was engaged to install an air
eoaling system 1o be rien by electeicity which would maintain a con-
stant temperature of 34 degrees Fahrenheit. This cold storage plant
has been exceemely useful in making it possible to hald the applea
peactically all winter long uncil sbowe Apnl 1, The crop has been
sold usually 2s a whole 1o Foster, a wholesale fruit dealer of Willi-
mantic, who comes to the farm about onee 3 week with his rrack,
takes whar apples he wants from the cold storage and sells them o
retatlers.

Land purchases were ffrecn acres of woodland from Rosen
on the Fsk road and hifty acres from T, MNavin moaly woodland
with two and onehalf acres of cultivared land.

LHH

T The Bay Scare Murseries, of Framingham, Massachu-
setts, approached us for the purpose of buying 8,000 red pine trees
Fouer 1o six feet high, They were willing to pay £1,000 for these and
digg and transpore them themselves, An agroement was consequently
mnadde with them ta buy this number and they took them from behind
the Canpon House and from Orchand Hill,

In order to have more white pime lumber on hand for zale,
18,777 board feet were purchased, cut and hauled from the Yale
Forest in Llaion, Connecticut, twenty miles away, to Pine Scres and
sawed into lumber at the mill.
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Hurricane dawmage 1935 on plontaron

Theee hundred trout were put into the brook. These were pur-
chased from the American Fish Culture Co. at Carolina, Rhode
Island.

50,000 board feet of oak timber was cut in thinnings and sawed
at the mill.

Much work was done in the pine plantations, weeding and
cutting tops of trees damaged by the weevil.

In March 60 acres were purchased from Charles Cartwrighs.
This land was north of the Cedar Swamp road, and was bounded
on the west by the Cedar Swamp. It consisted mostly of oak, with

a fringe of hemlock and pine along the swamp and thick laurel
undergrowth.

1037

Ins order to still further increase the supply of white pine
lumbee, 28,408 board feet of white pine logs were again purchased
from the Yale Forest, in Union, at a stumpage price of §5 a thousand
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Hurricane damage in grove by bouse 1918

board feet. The costs of cutting, skidding and hauling these logs by
Pine Acres men to the mill was $29.31 a thousand. The average
price received for lumber sold locally was $31.62 a thousand board
feet.

Impeovement thinnings were made in several compartments,
294 cords were cut. Cutting and skidding cost §2.88 2 cord, and the
average price received was §4.95 a cord.

100 cedar rails were sold at 33¢ apiece, and 37 posts were sold
at 40¢ apécce.

In 1936 the lake had been stocked with trout, but the water
was too warm and they did not survive. Therefore, large mouth bass,
more accustomed to warm water were put in in the speing and have
proved a great success.

In the fall there was a large apple crop and 2,345 bushels were
picked. The cost of growing the apples was 64¢ a bashel and market-
ing 12¢ a bushel o a total cost of 76¢ a bushel. They weee sold w0
Foster in Willimantic at 92¢ a bushel. A new spraying machine was
purchased from Matteson Co.
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In December 533 Chrstmas trees were cut and sold, the total
expenses being $112.47, and receipes §189.15.

Two teacts of land were purchased, ten acres of woodland in
the town of Chaplin, fram Mrs. MeGaigan in Masch, and twelve
and one-half acres cut over hardwoods in the town of Hampton from
J. P. Rock, These were included in the Orchard Hill Foress and
made the total acreage of Pine Acres Forest 1,650,

L 1008

On September 21sr occurred the hureicame. Travelng
parth just off the Atlantic coast at great speed, with tremendosly
high winds, its center struck inland across Long Island Sound and
whirled up the Connecticur Valley with a fury and destructiveness
that had mor been experienced in over one hundred years, West of
the Connecticut River the force of the wind and destrisction was nat
so great, but east of the niver as far as Providence and Cape Cod
the wind, blowing at a velocity of over one hundred miles an hour,
blew down whole focests of trees, church steeples, bams and roafs of
khouses, 1o such an extent that for days roads were Blocked with
fallen trees and electric Light and telephone poles and wires, and
complete recovery was not sccomplished for weeks, while it required
four 1o five years to salvage the blown down timber in the Pine Acres
woods, The storm struck in the afternoon about wo o'elack and
lasted For four hours, Abour four inches of rain Fell during this
period, and this dewnpaue, added to the heavy rain of the previous
Foarr days, made the grounds so sofe that large old trees were an
easy peey For the hurricane winds, and wene down mose easily than
the smaller younger trees which offered less resisrance 1o the wind.
Pine Acres that evening was a sad sight, the entire white pine grove
of theee acres in Front of the house, with the exception of ome tres,
was flat on the ground; fifty acres of the elder red and white pine
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Flwmcane domage 1978

plantations, twenty feet high and over, were a tangled mass of trunks
and branches, but the Norway spruce plantations still stood upright
and did not scem to be nearly as badly damaged as the pine, In the
hardwood forest the larger and older oaks were uprooted in the more
exposed places. It was a sad and discouraging situation, and one
that evidently would require several years 1o ¢clear up. The first thing
that had to be done was to clear the roads, and for this purpose the
State Forestry Department allowed the use of twenty men from the
C. C.C, camp in the nearhy Nawchaug State Forest. In about a
week's time these men had the main roads sufficiently cleared to
allow the passing of trucks or automobiles. Then began the long,
slow, tedious task of cutting the larger trees into logs and removing
them to the sawmill, and cutting the smaller trees into cordwood.
Later the C. C. C, men belped in clearing away the blown down
pine plantations, which unfortunately were mostly of oo small a
size to be of use for either fumber or cordwood. Owing to the serious
condition of the woods everywhere in castern Connecticus, 3 meet-
ing of private forest owners was called by A. F. Hawes, the State
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Hwriiane dawmage by Like 1938

Fozester, and held in the Senate Chamber in the Capitol at Hart
ford, Mr. Hawes explained the plans of the U, S. Forest Service
to aid forest owners in New England by purchasing logs cut from
blown down teees, These logs had to be cut and hauled away to be
sawed into lumber by mills run by the U, S. Forest Service. The
Government gave this assistance all through New England to tim-
ber owners whose timber had been damaged by the huericane and
for this purpose established a central bureau in Boston known as the
New England Timber Salvage Corporation. The Government was
veey particular about the quality and kind of logs they received,
accepting only good quality oak and maple. The result was thac in
1939 and 1940 oaly 91,218 board fee: were accepted from Pine
Acres. However, in addition 200,000 board feet were salvaged from
the Pine Acres woods and sawed into lumber at the Pine Acres mill.
Hundreds of cords of wood were cut from smaller blown down trees.

It required four years to clean up what wood and logs could be
saved, but even after this period much blown down timber sill
remained, but had begun to decay and was impossible to save.
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Probably only sixty per cent of the blown down trees could be used.
I'n arder ta obtain some good timber that had not been blown down
22,000 board feet of undamaged trees weee cit.

In the archards many apple trees were blown over or badly
tilted by che wind. The teees thar could not be straightened were cut
intg firewood. The tlted trees wese ﬂnihﬂ'l[l:hf‘d Er!.* the teactos,

It cost 3300 to repair the road and fences about the orchand
and to straighten the rrees thar were not entirely wpeooted. 657
bushels of apples were blown from the trees and picked off che
pround, Forounacely mase of the crop of 900 bushels were packed
I'!E’:{I-I't the storm. Muodch du.:n.:lgl: aleo was daie o I:l.l..llliiihﬂ:h cips-
cially to the barn and sawmill and repaies to these coss 200,

3,400 linear feer of posts were cut from blown over swamp
cedlar trees and sold, and 184 posts were chtained from blown over
oak 1rees,

I asked Professor Flawley of the Yale Forestry School to come
up From Mew Haven and appraise the amount of damage in the
pine planations. He estimated the percentage of damage in each
plantation and as a carcful account of the cost of cstablishing all
plantacions had been kepe the loss incurred was allowed a3 a de-
duction in my income tax for that year. As the spruce plantations
suffered wery little or no damage it was possible o make 2 cuming
i December of 675 Christinas trecs,

o fiH i

During the winter the blown over throe-sere trace of
white pine about Rfty years old in frone of the house was cut inte
lorrs and the whole area cleared, 50,000 board feer were cbeained and
sawed at the mill. In the spring 2,114 red pine trees eight years ald
were transplanted from an Orechard Hill plantation and planted in
this arca in front of the houss at a cost of F851.
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Repair work was continued on damaged roads and bridges ar a
cost of 21,500, Men from the C. C. C. camp at the Natchaug Seare
Forest continued to woek ar Pine Acres and spent a total of 4,208
hours clearing six miles of road from Blown down trees. In Orchard
Mo, | where mase of the wind damage 1o the apple trees sccurred
many ifrees had o be r¢-|:||:'|.|::i,'-|;II et n.tw:‘th-!r::.., that Eall 1,970
bushels of apples were obtained.

In the Chaplin forest 72,968 board feet of Mown down timber
was Ut 4t a codt of four dollars and Gfteen cons a thousand board
Feer. Bost of this timber was cur inte lumber a0 the Pine Acres
sawmill. The New England Salvage Corporation boughe 10,836
board fect grade one logs av £19.80 a chosisand; 15,658 boaed feer
grade two logs at §14.40 0 thowsand; 31,414 beard feer grade three
logs ar £10.80 a thousand board feer, or a toeal of 77908 board
feer, From the plancations 12,308 board feet of red and white pine
||:|g;: were obtained from blown down trees and sawed at the mill

Eight F|.|:|.|1I.‘:|.l.|'|:r|1.-.' were weeded and 1,000 red pine fouryear
traniplanes were planted ar Orchard Hill,

At Christmas 1,046 spruce trees were cist. 940 Christmas trees
were cut from one plantation of three zcres,

_%f—"- 1510
% The werk of cleartng up after the hurncane sull con-

tinged, Twelve plantations that bad been Bown over and cleared
weee replanted wich 12,368 red and white pine and MNorway speuce
four- and fivevear transplants,

As maore than half of the large timber on Governor's Island at
the upper end of the Cedar Swamp Lake had been blown down, the
logs were hauled away on the e during the winter and a planting
af whire pine, red pine, Morway spruce and lasch was made on the
land.
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Dnse o the dumapge caused by deer cating the tips of the newly
planted pine and spruce trees during the winter, when snow was mare
or less deep, 1 decided o surround several of the mose remote planea-
tons including the one made on Governocs Idland with electric
fences. This prevented the deer from encering the plancacians 1o
some extent but not enrirely, and some damage was dobe.

The Timber Salvage Administratian continued to bay hurricans
blown: trees im che Chaplin woeds, purchasing an addational 13,310
boasd Fecr for which iz padd BL70.0%. The entice amount of hore
cane blown down timber bought in 1939 and 1940 by the Govern-
ment Salvage Corporation was 21,218 board fect. The entire ameunt
of hurecane timber sawed by the Pime Acres mill in 1939 was 104,429
board feet. In 1940, 29,746 based feet of standing timber not af-
fected by the hurdcane was cut in thinnings and sawed 2t che mill.
124 cords of wood were cut from blawn down teees in the Hamptan
teace, 379 conds in the Chaplin trzet and 18 cords in Orchard Hill,
636 fence posts and 633 stakes were also cut frem Blown dovwn trees,

584 spruce were cut and sold in December for Christmas mees,

The amount of deduction allowed in my income tax on account
of damage to the plantations was $1,676.20 and on sccount of
damage 1o the apple cochards §380,

Ins che fall 3 cimber survey was made by Harold Sweeton, which
cedquited @ month to complete. This estimare shoald have been nuade
m 1938 but on account of the hurricane was postponed to 1940,
He tound 1,036,299 board feet of standing timber over ten inches
in diameter, and 9,373 cords of wood of smaller trecs, The blown
down tmber seill salvageable amounted to 28%,141 beard feet and
1,%2% cords of wood. The last tmber satimare had been made in
1928, and during the owelve year period between 1928 and 1940
£31,237 board feer of logs and 4,139 cords of wood were cur. The
difference bevween the survey of 1928 and 1940 added to the amoumt
cist in this period showed a rotal growth of 460,835 board feer of
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timber and 6,203 cords of wood. During this twelve year period 597
acres had been added to the wooded property making the total
forested area in 1940, 1,278 acres, This, of course, was taken into
account in computing the growth. The tremendous loss by the
hurricane explains the great difference between the timber cut and
the growth,

The total annual growth on the entire trace was estimated to be
38,403 board feet and 753 cords of wood or 30 board feer and six
tenths of a cord of wood per acre per year. During the next ten
years, therefore, according to the best forestey peactice, this was the
amount that could be cut annually from the entire teact without

depleting the forest capital.

1911

The cutting of hurricane damaged trees still continued
and 745 cords were cut from blown down trees. Some of this wood,
37 cords, was shipped by freight to a fuel company, Graves and
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Strang, of Stamford. 1,046 posts were also cut from damaged trees
and sold to variows surrounding towns for highway purposes, Flard-
wonds were now accepeed for posts by the Stace Highway Depast.
ment in place of dead chessnue which had by this time everywhere
been entirely cut our, These had o be creosoted to make them dur
able in the ground. The creecoting treatment, however, was done by
the highway deparement, Prices recefved varied beoween thiny and
fifry cemes a post, the lower prices being paid by the purchaser when
he tramsported the posts himsclf, and the higher prices when the
posts were delivered by the seller. 21,%4% board feet of logs were cut
from wind damaged trees and sawed into lumber ar che mill.

Twenry-three comparements were replanted with red and white
pine and Morway and white sprice where plantations had been
blown over. 10,370 Morway spruce and 24,550 white spruce weree
planted for Christmas trees, On che Brayman lot which had been
completely destroyed red pine and white spruce were planted in a
mixed plantation, ene-fourth red pane and theee-fourths white spruce
with the idea of removing che white sproce For Chrisimas rees and
l:;-;-ing the red piul: with an 8 x & J-p:u:ing to pgron mnto tomber. In
the Orchard Hill forest 3,000 white pine and 800 white speuce wene
planted in new plantations, Alwogether this year 49,000 trees wrere
planted ar a cosr of 31,539 or abour $30 a thousand for wrees and
planting, As the Morway spruce had become affected by the white
pine weevil and the white sprice grew mare dowly and had a mare
symmetrical form, we were now planting it exclusively for Christmas

[{gadH

On June seventh the Connecticut Farest and Park Association
held its annual spring Geld meeting at Pine Acres. A tour was made
of the Hampeon and Chaplin woods, Stops were made 1o olserve the
dasmage done by the humicane and alsa at the spruce plantarion at
Compartment 21 which had produced w0 many Christmas trees and
the blue sibbon ploc in the Chaplin foress. A picnic lunch was held
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~ at Orchard Hill after which there was a brief speaking peogram.
- M. Christopher Gallup, the president, presided and introduced the
 speakers, Colin G. Spencer of Carthage, North Carolina, president
~ of the North Carolina Forestry Association who spoke on "Making
~ a State Forestry Conscious,” and Chester Martin, secretary of the
Cnnaaithild Life Federation who spoke on “Educating for

1912

%) v Several underplantings were made in the spring in hard-
~wood areas where the hurricane had done much damage. 3,000
M speuce five- and six-year transplants and 8,350 white pine
four- and five-year transplants were planted in the Chaplin tract.
111 cords of wood were cut from wind damaged trees and 370
cords were obeained from improvement thinnings. Also, 14 cords
,manmw«ﬁngﬁhem plantations and 19 cords were cut in
sumpage sales at fifty cents a cord. 7,716 boaed feet of logs were
ako cut in improvement thinnings from standing undamaged trecs.
"36 cords were sold and delivered by freight to a fuel company in
ngﬁc«l 510 cords were sold locally.
% 4,000 bushels of apples were obtained in the fall from the
on:hrd.tbehrgcuaopmr produced at Pine Acres. 3,500 bushels
.om sold 1o a wholesale dealer in Willimantic.
1,787 Christmas trees were sold from five spruce plantations.
 “The cost of cutting was $219.35 and receipts were §1,049,60 making
3 peofit of $830.25. In addition $34 worth of speuce and pine
 boughs were sold for Christmas decorations,

= 1913

AR By this year most of the trees blown down or damaged
bydnbumuh:dlxcncut into lumber, cordwood or posts.
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Those thae remained had deteriorated to sisch an extent thar they
were of no commercial value and eould not be used or sold. The red
and white pine plantation trees blown down had been cus into four
foat lengths by the C. C C. men and by this time muoch of the wood
had deied sufficiently to make it of use as firrwood. It was mot sle.
able, but could be used in the farmhouse wood-burning fumace.

369 cords were cut in improvement thinnings and 64 cords were
sold on a stumpage basis to purchasers who came and cur marked
trees in the Hampeon fesest for which they paid one dollxr o cord.

I,928 posts were cut both from standing and blown down tim-
ber and 91 posts were obtained from weeding operations in the
plantations. 1,010 posts were sald 1o towns for highway purpoiss,

As most of the larger wind damaged crees had been removed
nat much cutting far logs was done. Only 3,430 board feer of stand-
imf trees wiene Cur.

In December a large cutting of Christmas trees was made, 1,725
being cur and sald.

The apple crop was not as good this year, only 540 bushels
being obtaned.

£,000 white spruce Bveyear mransplants were planted for
Christmas trees in the open pasture near the sawinill,

Y

- -
S LR E

T Due to the dificulty of obeaining coal or cil during the
wat the demand for firewood was becoming greater every year and
many peaple were burning wood in their furnaces. The coot of cut-
ting wood by the cord had increased greatly dusing the past two
}mlnﬂﬂﬂm‘uigtpﬁftwmwﬁdﬂmﬂlﬂnlm farm
cost for skidding was $1.33 a cord, and the stumpage peice one dol-

lar a coed, making a total cost of §8,60 a cord, The average price
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received for the 332 cords sold this year was $12.40. Much of this
wood was delivered by the Pine Acres truck to purchasers for §16 a
coed. However, over 100 cords were sold at the roadside for $10 2
coed, the price decreed by the War Production Board for wood sold
in this way.

1,421 posts were cut and sold for highway purposes to nearby
towns. These were mostly oak. Some were delivered to the town by
the farm truck, but most of them were called for by the town pur-
chasing them. The cost of cutting and peeling was twenty cents a-
piece and the average price 3 post received was sixty cents.

470 cords of wood were cut in thinning operations, During the
war yeats when the demand for fire wood was very heavy, all orders
for Pine Acres cordwood were completely taken care of. 8,690
board feet of logs were cut in the Chaplin and Orchard Hill forests
and sawed at the mill. The price of cutting, hauling and manufac:
turing lumber due to labor costs was very high, but the prices
received for lumber were also very high, The prices received varied
from $40 to $120 a thousand board feet, the average price being
$37.82 for the lumber sold.

On account of the heavy cutting made during the past three oc
four years in the spruce plantations for Christmas trees, it was
thought advisable to cut and sell very few trees this year in Decem-
ber. Only 132 trees were cut and sold.

N 1015
Owing to the severe frost after a warm March which

had caused the trees to bud and blossomn much eaclier than usual,
the crop of apples was only 750 bushels, much smaller than usual.
If the men had not worked all night for two nights keeping smudge
fires lighted in the orchards the entire crop would have been ruined
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by the frost. As it was, there was an operating gain of $630 and 712
bushels were sold off the farm,

Due to the lake freezing almast to the bottom in the winter,
andd heavy falls of snow, slowly decaying vegetable matter formed
gases in the water killing thousands of fish and when the ice melted
in the spring over 8,000 bass and peech were taken from the water
and used as fertilizer.

At the request of many ncighbors for permission to fish in the
lake, fishing was allowed during the summer and fall. A fee of fifty
cents a boat a day was charged and only catfish were allowed to be
caught, and any bass taken had to be thrown back. §104 was taken
in during the summer from these fishing permits, Marion Stocking,
daughter of the superintendent, managed the fishing and looked
after the fishermen, A new dock was buile and several new rowboats
built for the use of the fishermen.

In the forest, improvement thinnings were made in nine com.
partments, In Compartment 5 in the Hampton forest, which was
originally a plantation of red and white pine planted in 1920, into
which much hardwood had come, a beavy thinning and release cut-
ting for the pine was made by men of the State Forestry Depart.
ment. 18 cords were removed at a charge of six dollars a cord. This
was the regular price for woodcutting per cord that winter, 316
cords of wood were cut in the entire forest. 134 cords of wood were
sold on a stumpage basis to people, at one dollar a cord, who came
in and cut the wood themselves, The average cost of cutting, skidding
and stumpage was $8.92 a cord. The average price received for
wood seld was $13.11 a coed.

34,608 board feer of logs, mostly oak, were cut in nineteen
compartments and sawed at the mill. The average cost of cutting,
hauling and sawing the logs was $44.99 a thousand board feet and
the average price received for lumber was §72.37 a thousand board
feet.
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Saw Demomitration, Novemder, 1946

649 posts were cut and sold to five different towns for highway
purposes, The cost of cutting and peeling these posts was twelve
cents apsece. Two towns came and took their posts and to three towns
posts had to be delivered. The price received was 65¢ apiece.

107 railroad ties were cut in four compartments ar 30¢ apiece
and the price received was $36.79 a thousand board feet. 33 ties make
one thousand board feet.

6,875 white and Norway speuce were planted for Christmas

1916

‘ Every year the care and maintenance of the apple

orchards in the summer was requiring more and more time, while on
the other hand the forest plantations ac this season as they grew
older needed more attention. Forestry is the main objective at Pine
Actes, so 1 decided to try the experiment of renting the orchards and
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Oid Maple Ovchard
Hal 1948

found that Clark Stocking, who lived in Hampton and was Edson
Swxcking's younger brother, would take over them and the cold
stocage plant for one year. I rented the orchards to him for $300.
This price included the apple crop and the use of the farm spray
machine, while he was to employ his own men and purchase his own
speay materials and baskets. I also rented to him for the same period
the cold storage plant for §$365.

The first cutting from a pine plantation was started carly in the
winter, In Compartment 9B a red pine plantation of five acres on
the eleventh section road, planted in 1924, a heavy thinning was
made, The trees averaged twenty-five feee high and eight inches in
diameter and were cut by a recently purchased power gasoline saw
which did fast and excellent work. 20 cords were obtained in this
thinriing and sold for pulpwood, a market for which had recently
been established in Connecticut, and 965 board feet of logs which
were sawed into lumber at the mill

Improvement thinnings were made in ten hardwood compart.
ments and 20,817 board feer of logs were obtained which were also
sawed at the mill.
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346 cords of wood were cut and skidded ar an average cost of
$9.09, 220 cords were sold, bat the cost of sawing and delivering to
customers was so high as to cause a loss,

136 posts were cut and sold to towns for highway purposes.

237 Christmas trees were cut and sold. OF these 14 were red
pine for which there seemed to be an increasing demand.

Twenty-two plantations were weeded. From Compartments 3C
and 5D, twenty acres, which were thinned and weeded by Seate
Forestry men in 1945 and 1946, 67 cords were obtained. In order
to make clearer lumber in the pine plantations the best and steaight-
est trees were peuned to a height of eight feet above the ground in

ﬁ\'t compa rtments,
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Edson Stocking, the superintendent, bought two and
one-half acres of open land from me in Compartment 6 at the south-
cast cornee of the Fiske and State roads and started to build a house
of his own in order that I might occupy the entire farmhouse, where
some alterations were made. The Stockings’ living room was turned
into a hibrary study, the kitchen was done over, the rear porch was
opened, and a bedroom was made in the attic. A garage was buile
for my use near the chicken house, and the vegetable garden, used
by the Stockings, was turned into a lawn,

As the rental of the apple orchards to Clark Stocking had not
worked out satisfactorily, I resumed the operation of the orchards.
2,174 bushels were obtained in the fall of which 667 bushels weee
sold before January 1, 1948,

On account of the extremely small demand for wood, due to
the almost universal use of oil or clectricity for fuel, an unusually
small amount of wood, 6% cords were cut this year. There were
abous 100 cords left over from 1946 and this was sufficient to sup-
ply the few demands that were made. 11%4 cords were sold on a
stumpage basis, at one dollar a cord, to persons who cut the previ.
ously marked trees themselves.

26,329 board feet of logs were sawed at the mill at a cost of
$9.31 a thousand. 10,280 board feer were cut in improvement thin.
nings while the rest of the logs, 16,329 board feet were cut in custom
sawing. The price received for lumber was still very high, varying
from §65 to $250 a thousand board feet according to quality and
amount sold.

347 posts were cut and peeled. 156 posts were sold for high-
way purposes to the towns of Chaplin and Scotland. The average
pece reccived was 70¢ apiece. Weedings were made in sixteen
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Latvien Dy with Supevintendent My, Stovkiog working in apple
crchard & Pioe Acrex Fom,

plantations especially in those that were planted in 1926, Thinnings
were made in these plantations and posts taken from them.

146 Christmas trees, mostly white spruce, were sold from four
compartments,

In 1946, thirty acres of woodland had been purchased from
Jesse Burnham, on Route 6, and was included in the Hampion
forest. In June of 1947 a timber survey was made of this tract by
Harold Sweeton, who found that there were 35,329 board feer and
263 cords of wood.

ST 1948
&=

In order to make a boat landing, on the lake, nearer to
the farmbouse, a dock was built on the west shore with an approach
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through the red pine plantation below the bam, and so as to obtain
a better view of the lake from the house a vista was opened up
south of the barn.

As the maintenance of a few cows and pigs for some years had
not proved economical, due chiefly to the poor Layout for pasturage,
I decided to sell them.

The red and white pine plantations planted in 1924, 1928,
1930 and 1932 along the southern end of the Martin road in the
Chaplin forest, and adjacent to the Cedar Swamp road on the
former Chapel land covering about 20 acres, had now reached
merchantable size with trees large enough to be cut in peofitable
thinnings, Through Connwood Incorporated a cooperative forestry
company recently formed, Jezierski, a buyer for tobacco tent poles
was found, who with his own men would cut, haul and treat the
poles, and pay a stumpage price of ten cents apiece. The trees to
be removed, all red pine about 100 per acre, were marked and then
cut by Jezienki for tobacco poles, fence posts, and pulpwood. The
tobacco poles had to be twelve feet long and four inches in diameter
at the smaller end and were hauled out to a nearby open field where
they were wired together in groups of ten. These groups were put
into barrels filled with zinc chlocide where they were allowed to
remain in this bath about one to two weeks, when the poles had
thoroughly absorbed the acid salts. This treatment made the wood
durable in the ground for at least ten years. 1,640 of these poles were
sold to Jezierski, The thinnings yielded also seventy fence posts, 30
cords of pulpwood, and from the white pine plantation 2,729 board
feet of lumber were cut by the Pine Acres men.

81 acres of the Phillips property on the south side of the State
road was sold to Edson Stocking.

The Clancy farm of 104 acres was purchased from the New
York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Co. This consisted
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maostly of hardwoods and a timber estimate made by Harold Sweeton
showed that it contained 178,024 board fect and 777 coeds of wood.

During the summer 10 or 12 American egrets came to the
lake and remained there until late in the fall. They were frequently
seen walking dowly along the edge of the water looking for frogs or
fish,

1,931 white and Norway speuce Christmas trees were sold in
December from nine separate plantations, the largest number of
Christmas trees yet to be sold from the farm,

N On Saturday, June 4, the Speing Field Mecting of The
Connecticut Forest and Park Association was held at Pine Acres,
Members began assembling about 10 a. m., and at 11 o'clock with
a long line of 20 cars following, I led the procession to various
points on the Riley road, stopping first at the dam at the south end

. \(““ 1019
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Vood burwing furnace with Maneger Edion Stocking puting in
soft wood Wabs. It was Jownd that this remperamareconrrolled wnir
which is stoked owly once or twice ¢ day, can Beat 12 roomy end 2
baths on $62.50 woerh of wood & year.
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Farm Heuse 1950

of the lake and then at several Christmas tree plantations where I
explained the forestry operations. A map showing the boundary
lines of the property, the roads and lake and the various stoppéng
places together with a deseription of the forestry work being carried
on at these points was distributed to all the members, The cars
returned to the farmhouse and then proceeded to places in the Chap-
lin section where forestey work in the red pine plantations was shown,
On retuming to the farm members ate their lunch on the lawn.
Coffee was provided. About 80 members were present. After lunch,
speaking from the front porch, I welcomed the members to the
farm, recalling that this was the third meeting of the Assocation to
be held ar Pine Acres, previous meetings being held in 1928 and
1941, William P. Wharton, President of the Massachusetts Forestry
Association then spoke giving an account of what that Association
was trying to do. Mr. Filley, Vice President of the Connecticut As-
sociation presided as Mr. Howe the President could not be present.

The summer of 1949 was the driest ever experienced at Hamp-
ton; in face all New England and New York had practically no rain
to speak of from July to November. Wells dried up and gardens
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View (‘l Lake from Howse 1930

required daily watering and had it not been that the farm was
equipped with an artesian well thac afforded an endless supply of
water, there would have been a very critical situation. The lake
dropped lower and lower and the apple orchards especially suffered
from lack of water. In the spring there had been a very heavy set of
apple blossoms resulting in what soon turned out to be one of the
heaviest apple crops we had ever had. Lacer, in August, the lack of
rain began to cause the apples to drop. If the crop was to be saved
the orchards in some way had to be watered. So it was decided to
get long lengths of fire hose and a powerful pump and pump water
from the lake to the nearest three orchards. This required over one-
half mile of hose and two men to see that cach tree in cach orchard
obtained a plenciful supply. For three weeks this operation was
carried on until some abundant showers alleviated to some extent the
drought, but the apples stopped dropping and the ¢rop was saved.
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Spruce Nlantanca ot Orchaod HEl planted 1932

Ins the fall, the apples had attained a good size and color and there

was a tremendous yield of between four and five thousand bushels.

During the last week of August, Mr. Stocking, the superin.
tendent, learned that our neighbor Mr. Freiman, who owned a small
farm adjoining Pine Acres and ran an antique shop, had made him-
self responsible for fifteen Latvian displaced people and had brought
them to his farm in Hampeon shortly afeer they had arrived in New
York. A Latvian by birth he had resided in this country forty years,
was a paturalized citizen and wanted to help his fellow countrymen.
Needing assistance to weed the pine plantations, Mr. Stocking de-
cided to employ some of these Latvians who were cager for work of
any kind and for a week had them help in the plantations. He found
that they were all hard, intelligent workers and got on well with the
regular farm men, but could speak no English, only Russian of

German. This did not prove to be too much of a handicap so when
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they asked if they could come and live ar the farm and obeain steady
joba he told two of the families that he could employ them and
allaw them to live in the apartment cver the hasn, There were twelve
in the group, three families, and 2 single man who had become
separated from his wife and son in Germany; the Kalnins who were
better educated had two small children, a boy and girl, three and
five years old; the Dhenavs who had two boys, fourteen and pinsresn
years old, and the Siminicks who had a dausghter sixteen years old.
The single man Straishergs had been a carpenter by trade, Simznicks
had been a mason, and the other two men had been farmers. How-
ever, they did not want to become separated and were much dis-
turbed ac the wdea. Me &al:ﬁrrﬂ decided, therefore, o l:l-!'-H'I.E all
the families to the farm and quarter them in the barn apartosent
which consisted of six rooms and 3 bathroom, OF cowrse, they were
very crowded under these condivons, but they understood these
were the best accommodations we had for them and were willing to
be howsed one family to a room, They had nothing bur a few
clothes and so the farm men very generously comributed warious
articles of furniture, beds, chairs, tables, bureaus and blankes w
furnish sheir rooms, They proved o be splendid, hard, reliahle
workers and were willing to do anything they were asked. Mot under.
standing English was some handicap, bur Mz, Stocking made him-
self understood by signs. The oldest boy undeestood some English,
while one of the farm men could ralk German and another Russsian
amd =0 act as interpreters. The women ¢ould work as hard as the
men and were expecially wieful in serting the apples. After the
apples were picked they worked in the pine plamrations, weeding
out undesirable trees and trimming branches and removing brish.
In December, when the demand for Cheistmas trees began ro asume
large proportions, the Latvians were employed in cutting the speuce
trees and bringing them to the farm where they were loaded an o
wrucks of dealers who had purchased them and were distriburing
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them to various towns in Connecticut and Rhode Island. The sale of
Christmas trees this year was the largest ever made ar Pine Acres
Farm. 2,300 were cut and sold with gross receipts averaging §1 a
tree and after expenses had been deducted leaving an operating
peofit of $1,500.

1950

In January, the Dienavs Latvian family, decided to
move to Willimantic, Both Mrs. Dienavs and their son, were work-
ing there and Mr. Dienavs wished to work in a factory. As John
Neborsky decided to leave, thus vacating his house on the Cedar
Swamp road, this made it possible for the Simtnicks family to move
in there, and these changes made much more room in the barn
apartment for the Kalnins and Straubergs who occupied the 2nd
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Aoor and attic apactments respectively, A Pantex wood-buming
furnace was installed in the garage of the farm to provide heat for
the Latvian families who fived in the apartment above.

In October, The Garden Club of Hartford were entertained at
the farm at lunch. I gave them a shore talk and then Mr, Stocking
took them around and showed them various forestry operations.

1950 marked the first year in which there was a profit, including
operating and all overhead expenses, in forestry operations, The
purchase by many surrounding towns of red pine highway fence
posts, treated with peatachlocophenocl, made it possible to make
thinnings in a number of the plantations, established between 1926
and 1930, These posts had to be six feet, 6 inches long, five inches
and six inches in diameter at the small end and peeled. As the bark
comes off most easily in the spring, cutting and peeling was done at
this time. Stock fence posts, for farm use, were also cut, but these

View of Lake and Forert
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had only to be 2% inches to five inches in diameter and 7 feet long
and were treated with zine chloride,

Pulpwood was also cut from the red pine plantations. In the
Cartwright piece, a hardwood thinning was made from which 9,500
B.F. and 10 cords of wood were obtained. Many plantations were
weeded, and from these 25,000 B. F. were obtained. The Christmas
tree sales were more numerous than ever and 2,848 trees were sold.

The profits made were as follows:

. O $746.00
Highway Posts -...c.coommamumsmmsmrmsssermemes 1,382.00
6 T T ) AR RAEy R S S Sk 2,282.00

Tonl oshe s i vres SIS0
While chere was a loss on cordwood of  $167.00

" " pulpwood " §1.00 248.00
§4,597.00

Forestry Overhead Expense ... 1,764.00
[ (T3 L (L — $2,833.00

The apple crop was again a large one and over 3,000 bushels
were obtained, all of which were sold at an average price of $1.34
per bushel. The cost was 87¢ a bushel, making a gain of §1,523.00.

.% 1951
Ten years had clapsed since the last timber estimate

was taken in 1940 so the time had arrived to again determine the
amount of standing timber in Pine Acres Forest, and the growth in
the ten year period.
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I therefore asked Dr. Raymond Kienhalz, former Conmeeticur
State forester and now head of the farestry department at the Lins
versity of Connecticut, if he would recommend some of his students
te make this timber inventory. Four of his boys were completing
their forestry course in February, had had some experience in rimber
essimaring and were highly recommended by him to make this sur-
vey.

To start them off and occasionally supervise them, 1 had
Harald Sweeton, who had made che estimate in %40 bur whe
could not be away from his home long cnough to da the entire work
this year, go cut to Hampton and shew the boys oue system of run.
ning the timber estimare lines and making the timber measurements.

Winter, on account of snow and extreme cold weather, is not
the best time of year to work in the woods but the boys were plan-
ning to take on more permanent forestry jobs in the late spring and
so had o do the work at this tme.

Paul Koelle, Chaeles Hodgson, John Olsen, and Joseph Sposn
were the four students recommended by Dir. Kienhole, They starsed
February 13 and were paid £1.25 an hour, Harold Sweeron showed
them how the previous lines had been run and what information was
wanted regarding forest types and heights and diameters of trees, and
made trips twice a week to Hampeon to supervise them. On account
of bad weather there were davs when they could nor work ourof-
doots and so during February and March the work progressed
rather sloawly. 1700 acres = a l.lrg,l: track to cover and it was oot antl
June thae the feld work and mapping were complered. They did an
accurate and competent job.

There was much eomputation and :Fl.;g,u.:il:l;g: to be dome bur the
boys had to leave for their mare permanent jobs before they could
complese this 30 Harold Sweeton carried on this work and findshed
the long task of compauting the timber. The fral resele showed chaz
on the whole eract there were 2,176,219 Board feet and 17,104
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cords of wood. In the Hampton Forest 1,070,011 B, F. and 7,076
coeds, Chapln Focest 721,831 B, F, amd 6,980 cords and Owchard
Hill Foress 384,357 B. F. and 3,047 cords and the growth during
the ten year pericd was 895190 B.F. and 8,623 cords, On the
forested area of 1,432 acres, there was an annual growech of 59519
B. E and B2 mn]j,-p-r an average E_mw:h per acre per year of 61,5
B. F. and .59 cords.

During this peried 200,000 B.F. of logs and 800 cords of
wood, had been cut from the forest. Several of the pine and spruce
plantations had avained merchantable sire and 50 had added com-
siderabily @ the amount of sranding dmber,

I the fall, improvement of the old wood read across Compart-
meent 28, fram the Orchard Hill Road to the Twass Road was begun
& a% 1o make it i’!l.'ld.i.‘ll'.ili: for trucks and cars. Much Fl”ihg im with
stones and gravel was required and by the end of che year was cnly
half complened,

The apple crop was smaller chis year, only 2,063 bushels beang
karvested, As Me, Faster, the wholesale dealer, had purchased his
apples elsewhere he would not take ours amd the result was thar in
order to make sales, Mr, Stocking had o ke che apples to road-
sife wands and rerail dealers. In this way he was able to divpase af
1,763 buthels ar 20 diltecene |_:I|:|-:r_1.

A thinning was made in the Cartwright tract wheee the larger
aak and hemlock trees were taken down to a minimum diameter
lienit of 14 DIBA inches. Much hickesy was cue for firewand, and ash
which was quite prevalent in some places was lefe, 31,2058 B F. and
5414 cords of wood were cut from this comparoment alone while
during the vear from the whole Pine Acres Foresr 49,000 B F. of
lumber was cur and sawed at the mill and 77 cords of wood were
cut and sald,

More of the red pine plantations planted between 1930 and
1935 were armiving at a merchantable size and highway posts, faem
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stock posts, and tobaceo poles were cut from them in light thinnings.
The highway posts had to be peeled and were cut in the spring and
early summer when the bark could be easily removed. They were
then mreated with Peatachlorophenol a5 a preservative. They were
required to be & feet 6 inches long and 5=334 inches in diameter at
the top. 1,536 weee cut and sold o various towns ar 31,35 apiece
for smaller size and $1.60 for larger.

The stock fence posts were 7 feet long and 214-% inches in
dismeter at the top. These did mot have w be peeled and weee
treated with zine chiocide and chromated zine chloride. The togs or
small ends were immersed in che preservative and when reversed
be set in the ground the peeservative would run down their entire
lengeh, These were wsed at Pine Acres as osdinary fence posts or
sold to farmers for pasture fences. 1,783 were cut and wld at £.55
to $1.25 apiece.

The tobacco poles were required to be 12 feet tall and 4 inches
in diameter at the wop and were treated with zine chlodide, 249 were
cut and sald to tobacco growers who use them as supports for cheir
shade-grown tobaceo venzs ar $1.35 apicee,

The severe windsiorm of Movember 1950 had done much
damage to some of the more exposrd plantations of red and whize
pEne, abous ten acres Ieing blown dewn, The red pine were au
into fence posts and the white pine into pulpwood. It required
several months to clean up this damage and 50 cords of pulpwond
were obtained from the white pine.

Chue to an infestation of spruce gall in the White and Nomway
Speuce plantagons this year many of the trees were made unfit for
Christmas trees and consequently the number of trees thar could be
sold in December was considerably reduced from chae of the pee-

VIO yEar However, we did MAnage to cut and el 1460 tress
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