

On the Trails
Goodwin Forest Trail System – Year of Expansion
The Goodwin Forest Trail System is known for its extensive network and is now getting even larger.  So much so that we are now undertaking a revision to the trails map that is prominently displayed on the many kiosks that can be found throughout the trail system.
The new map will add the following trails:
· Edwards Property Trails – The trail system on this town owned property is being integrated into the Goodwin Trail network with appropriate blaze colors to both distinguish these trails and provide continuity with connecting trails.
[image: ]

· New Orange Trail – The original orange trail runs from the blue-white trail just east of the crossing of Nutmeg Lane north towards Orchard Hill but ends near the recent pine harvest in that part of Goodwin.  The trail will soon continue north into the Natchaug Forest  before turning east and then heading back south to again meet the blue-white trail near the crossing of the Airline Trail.  This extension will provide hikers with a blazed path loop into an area of the Goodwin Forest that is not frequented by many people due to lack of a marked route.
[image: ]






· Connector Paths to Airline Trail – The Airline Trail is a popular route for hikers, bikers and horses and now we will have connector paths to allow users to easily get to the Goodwin Center area.  One path will originate south of Potter Rd and wind its way through a wetland area to the Forest Discovery Trail (blue-red) that leads to the Center.  [image: ]
 The other path originates just north of Potter Rd and provides horse travel access to the Goodwin parking area and beyond to the trail network around the east and north of Pine Acres Pond.
[image: ]
· UA Path- This new addition to the Goodwin Center will enable wheelchair access to both of the building ramps at Goodwin as well as the Gazebo in the garden area.
[image: ][image: ]

Work Parties – CFPA Interns and Cooperative with NEMBA
· AT Connector - CFPA interns will be having a camp-in  at Goodwin in late June to build the boardwalk through the wetland section of the Airline Trail connector path.  An observation platform along that path is already in place to facilitate boardwalk construction.[image: ]
· Orange Trail – The northernmost section of the new Orange Trail includes a stream crossing and traverse on an old wood road that is prone to water collection so there will be a work party in the August time frame in conjunction with NEMBA to build a bridge and treadway in that section once a current hardwood timber harvest in that area has been completed.
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Orange Trail Route
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•Starts and ends at 

two points along Blue-

White Trail

•Provides 3 mile loop 

from Goodwin into 

bottom edge of 

Natchaug

•Will provide access 

route to Goodwin from 

new parking area on 

Station Rd

•Forest educational 

information planned 

along route (yellow)

•Provides much 

needed Kiosk maps 

for north end of 

Goodwin (green)
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