
Friends of Goodwin Forest 

Meeting Minutes of July 9, 2025, at Hampton Town Hall 

Present: President Lynne Warren, Vice President Lynn Kochiss, Secretary Linda Wenner, Treasurer Dave 
Fowler, Bill Marshall, Jim Giana, Gabe Zorabedian, Emilie Logee Savoie, Stan Crawford, Lori Paradis Brant. 

Lynne W. called the meeting to order at 1:04 PM. 

Motion to accept the minutes of 4/17/25 by Stan, second by Bill, accepted. 

Financial Report: Dave reported that he shows income from the Trail Run at $4710.50 and expenses at 
$2,796.91.  There are still outstanding bills and reimbursements to be made.  Donations of $100 from 
Organic Roots for the Trail Run and $800 in memory of Glen Newcombe have been sent to CFPA.  Bill said 
we just received the bill from the state of $814 for the EnCon officer plus he has other reimbursements 
to be made.  Dave will send out a new report with the updated numbers.  Treasurer’s report tabled until 
all the expenses are paid.  There is still no accounting from CFPA but we have approximately $55,000 in 
that account. 

Goodwin Center: Lori reported that things are moving along with the Program staff and the coordinator 
out of Rocky Hill.  School groups have been coming.  Matt Quinn is back from medical leave. Marcella has 
started some projects and will bring Matt up to speed on those.  Eric Gilleau, new Parks supervisor for 
the Eastern Division, will do facility related projects such as public access to the restrooms.  They have 
found that mold remediation needs to be done in the stairwell.  The Museum is now called the 
classroom, and it has an air quality issue under study. Exterior work on the building will be Matt’s 
project.  

 Linda said Mansfield Schools had come out to Goodwin because they have money for bus 
transportation.  She questioned whether Program staff had reached out to Windham Schools, since they 
do not have money for bus transportation and we had sponsored that through a grant from CFPA.  She 
also mentioned that the Mennonite homeschool community needs to be invited to programs.  Lori said 
she would see if Adam could contact them.  Stan suggested using money from the Endowment to pay for 
air quality issues instead of trying to find money in the state budget.  Lori said she has received one 
Endowment statement and Stan asked that she share that with us.  Lori said in the past the trust income 
of $30 - $40,000 paid for seasonals but they are now paid out of the Passport to the Parks funds.  Lately 
it went to CFPA to offset expenses for the Personal Services Agreement for the director.  Stan said the air 
quality problems are in 3 zones – basement, Center and museum. 

Lynne asked about any progress on hiring a director and what is happening with the Last Green Valley 
(LGV) proposal.  Lori said the R5 position was just hired in January, Jeff Shaw, to review all the RFI 
proposals.  Jeff has met with LGV.  Deputy Commissioner Mason Trumbull had set a deadline for July to 
decide whether to issue a RFP or not.  A working group has had many meetings to review all the RFI 
proposals. If the working group decides to issue a RFP, many more steps will be involved.  Lori said she 
continues to advocate for a director.  Brian Wilson has replaced acting director Jeremy and Lori made 
him aware that a director is a goal for Goodwin. Lynne mentioned that that has been a goal for 18 years.  
Brian was the former assistant director of operations at DEEP, went to New Hampshire for three years 
and now is back as Parks director.   

Stan questioned forester Dan Evans’ plan for a 40-acre harvest by Black Spruce Pond.  He hopes the 
same forester that is doing the current 20-acre harvest is not chosen, since he has made a total mess of 



the area and shows no sign of doing the required replanting with oak and hickory.  Invasive plants – 
barberry, bittersweet and multiflora rose, are taking over where harvesting was done.  There are also 3 
species of special concern there that need to be taken into consideration.  Stan will email Dan on the 
issue. 

Stan asked Dave if a draft budget for 2025 had been made.  Dave said it had not.  Stan suggested 
increasing the expenditure on bus transportation to $1000 from the previous budget of $800.  Stan also 
told us that the state has a new machine it is experimenting with to control invasive plants.  It is like a 
pressure washer, but it shoots boiling water (250 degrees) on the plants and kills them down to the root.  
Everyone said they would love to have one of those! 

Trail Run: Gabe reported that 208 registrants, plus 3 or 4 day-of-race registrants, signed up for the Trail 
Run.  Because the weather was iffy, about 183 racers showed up.  71 t-shirts were presold and some sold 
on the day of the race.  Ed Vining held the price low for us on t-shirt printing.  60 runners did the 30 K 
race.  Lynn said she found that having two different start times was very advantageous at the Governor’s 
Island checkpoint.  Also just writing down the runner’s number was easier than looking for the number 
on a checklist.  She asked that next year we make a point of asking runners to put their number on front 
and not on their hip.  Gabe said Pizza Mike gave us a $100 discount on our pizza order.  Bill mentioned 
that we have donated our old bandanas, with a Goodwin map on them, to give out to people attending 
programs.  He gave them to Peggy, who was very happy to receive them.  We have not received any 
recap from DEEP on the report of the EnCon officer.  The officer sat in his truck most of the time or did 
parking directions, which volunteers can easily do.  We anticipate that the report will say that an officer 
is not necessary in the future, as we are an old-school community event with no rowdiness!  Stan 
suggested having Connecticut Horse Council’s Volunteer Horse Patrol representation next year.   

Trails: Gabe said in the past we have had a mowing rotation but now we do not have access to our 
mower in the locked garage.  Linda said the trails have not been mowed since they were done to get 
ready for the Trail Run.  Gabe will talk to Matt about arranging access.  As far as we know, no seasonals 
have been hired for Goodwin this year.  Last year Stacey was hired to do trail maintenance projects.  Lori 
said Brian is aware of the problem and across state parks policy is the same for all Friends groups.  He is 
working on how we can further support each other’s goals.  Stan pointed out that DEEP staff is only 
responsible for the 80 acres around the center.  The Friends do the other 2000 plus acres.  Without the 
Friends’ efforts, the trails will be overrun, and the public will not be able to access them.  The question 
was raised as to if the Foresters can give Friends access.  Goodwin is their “duty station.” Lori said the 
access issue was a concern of the auditors that DEEP must address. Unless the group is a Foundation to 
the State, there is no access to keys or codes.  Gabe asked when we might have an answer on access to 
our own equipment.  Lori said it is up to Brian to decide.  Gabe will reach out to Matt to inventory our 
tools and mower and get a schedule for access for use. Possibly staff to do trail work will be hired now 
that Matt is back. 

Sad news: Lynne reported that we have lost two of our members.  Glen Newcombe was hit by a car 
while riding his bike.  Annie Latham was one of our gardener volunteers.  Services for Glen have been 
delayed until late summer or fall because of the need for a state Special Use License to hold a gathering 
at the Goodwin Pavillion.  We will investigate a project to do in memory of Glen, perhaps a bridge over a 
muddy spot that bikers like to use.  The funeral for Annie is July 19, 9:30 AM, at Pomfret Church.  Two 
groups were named for donations in memory of Annie.  Motion by Stan to send a $250 donation to Dr. 
Dickerson’s Dementia Study at Mass General, second by Emilie, so moved.  Lynne will send a check.   



Lynne suggested a donation to CFPA for their help with the Trail Run – insurance certificate, non-profit 
status and staff assisting at the event.  Bill will discuss this at the Trail Run meeting. 

Stan made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Emilie, all were in favor. 

Next meeting date in September, date to be determined. 

Respectfully submitted by Linda Wenner. 


